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Dear parents and families of CHJS 

We truly hope you, and your families, are well in these ever changing times. 

Having studied and reviewed the guidance given by the government we are now able to 

explain a little bit more about what school will look like when we expand our provision to 

include Y6, as well as keeping the current children accessing school as key worker children 

and/or vulnerable children. 

While very few children have been badly affected by the virus, we still do not know how 

much they pass it on to each other, to family members and to school staff, even when they 

show no symptoms. As a result of this a lot of planning has been put in place so that school 

can be open to more pupils but it is very important to say that we cannot eliminate the risk of 

COVID-19 being within the school community. We can only take steps to reduce the risk and 

we are now planning to further open our school, in the future, in this way. 

We know that parents feel strongly about the current situation and we also know there is no 

right or wrong answer to what you want for your family. It is also important to note that whilst 

you may want your child back in school given the guidance we are working with we cannot 

guarantee your child a place moving forward despite our best efforts as we are confined to 

physical space and resources in school and by the number of staff we have available who 

are healthy and not vulnerable themselves. 

So you will want to know what will school look like for my child or children? 

 We hope to welcome back pupils from Y6 at some point in the future. 

 Children will not be returning to the classes they were in before Friday 20th March 

2020. We have worked out that we can accommodate 10 children maximum to a 

classroom with social distancing observed. It is highly unlikely they will be taught by 

their class teacher as staff continue to observe social distancing and isolation where 

needed. Groups will be made up of their peers through consultation with their class 

teachers. 

 They will not mix with other groups in school including other Y6 groups. Pupils will enter 

school on a staggered timetable, take breaks and lunch in the same way. In class 

they will sit at their own desk with all their resources to hand. There will be no 

movement around class and very limited movement around school. Frequent hand 

washing will take place, access to hand sanitiser will be available and wherever 

possible pupils will be asked to maintain 2 metres between themselves and others 

however we cannot guarantee that pupils will maintain this at all times whilst in school 

because they are children. 

 All meals will be taken in classes with those taking a school meal being provided with 

a packed lunch. 
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 Children need to wear clean clothes every day and we recognise that children might 

not have enough uniform or have grown out of the uniform that they have to 

maintain this so they can wear their own clothes, but they must be age appropriate 

clothes and rules around jewellery, make up and heels are still the same.  

 We want to minimise the risk of the spread of infection between all of our homes so 

we have to work together to make this safer for everyone so we will be expecting 

that social distancing guidance is being followed outside of school as well as inside to 

reduce risk. 

 School will close at 1:30 p.m. on a Friday so that the rooms can be deep cleaned and 

prepared for the following week. 

 Pupils will need to attend for the full week. Any changes to attendance other than for 

illness will need a week’s notice to manage staffing resources in school. 

 Families with any of the following symptoms must self isolate for 14 days and are now 

eligible to access testing: 

o Temperature 

o New continuous cough 

o Loss of sense of smell and/or taste 

 School must be informed of any pupil testing positive as this will mean the group they 

are in will all need to self isolate for 14 days. 

 If a pupil feels unwell in school they will be isolated from the rest of their group until 

they can be collected. 

 We have been informed that we do not need PPE in school however we have PPE 

available to deal with first aid and illness. 

As a result of these measures set out by the government we can, at the moment, only open 

to Y6. I am sure you can see that if we were to split up all of our classes in this way we would 

not have the staff or space to do so.  

What if I don't want to send my child back to school? 

The government has said there will be no action taken on this. As a school we will record your 

wishes and may still check in with you from time to time but no further action e.g. fines will be 

taken. 

Will you still be setting work for pupils at home? 

Yes – we plan to continue to set work those pupils still at home. 

Whilst the conditions above may feel austere and unfriendly, please rest assured that every 

member of staff here at CHJS will do their very best, as always, to make sure your child feels 

welcome and well cared for whilst still adhering to the above guidance. 

It must be stressed that the provision above may change should we be required to include 

more pupils or if government guidance changes again. 

Along with this letter there is some more detailed guidance attached around drop offs and 

pick-ups, accessing school site etc. so that you can make an informed decision about 

whether you want your child to attend. 

For children attending our key worker and vulnerable child provision this will remain the same 

unless capacity is reached. 

What next? 

If you are a parent or carer of a Y6 pupil or pupils and you haven’t already informed us we 

would like to know if you intend to send your child to school when we are able to reopen (we 

are waiting for government guidance and further information from the Local Authority 



before the date is set). We also need to know whether you will be bringing a packed lunch 

from home or would like the school to provide one. 

Can you please send an email or call the school to let us know your intention by 3;30 p.m. 

Thursday 21st May 2020 so that we can begin to plan further for the provision we will put in 

place. Do not send your child to school without letting us know because we need to ensure 

we have safe staffing on site and they are allocated to a group. 

As always we will try to answer any queries you have. 

Take care and continue to stay safe, 

E Stevens 

Head Teacher 

 


